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have the precaution, however, not to take a single step but
at the request -of his physicians, or with the advice and
approbation of his own most particular friends. His life,
we are assured, is safe, and we have hopes given us of the
recovery of his reason. His d^ath would be the completion
of the family's ruin: his continuance as he is, dreadful to
himself and his friends: his total recovery liable to dismal
moments for his own mind. His case is a heavy addition
to my sufferings, and the anxiety I am under on every step
I take in concert with my brother lest, one way or other,
we should be censured, cannot accelerate my own recovery.
Let me turn, for your sake, from this gloomy scene to
a little episode or two of politics. What do you think has
been the first event of this halcyon or soporific session, in
which the opposition had fairly retreated, confessing their
impotence ? Why, the first event of this calm was the ship-
wreck of the Prime Minister. Lord North was yesterday
se'nnight beaten by 154 to 45, and on a question of revenue.
Oh, so you suppose the opposition was lying in ambush at
Knightsbridge, and attacked and defeated him by surprise.
Well! you are totally mistaken in every part of your con-
jecture. The opposition may be still at Knightsbridge, for
aught I know; or if on the field of battle, had no more
share in the honour of the day than you or I. A friend
made the fatal motion, a Mend espoused it, friends supported
and carried it. The outward and visible lines of this interlude
were these; Lord Howe presented to the House of Commons
a petition from the naval captains on half-pay for increase
of allowance. Lord North had thought of taking no part,
and had spoken to nobody against it; for, indeed, when all
are on his side, how oould he suspect that nobody would be
with him? Sir Gilbert Elliot backed the petition; Lord
North resisted; the consequence I have told you. The next
day Lord North, angry with good reason, was on the point1114^^*44141*141.
